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MANUFATURA OR THE CELEBRATING BRAZILIAN SAVOIR-FAIRE

Celebrated Brazilian design duo, Fernando and Humberto Campana will unveil at the opening of their exhibition 
‘Manufatura’, recent pieces from their new collections ‘Detonado’, ‘Bolotas’, ‘Ofidia’ and ‘Animal Center Table’. 
Manufatura – manufacture in Portuguese – is also intended to be a celebration of the Brazilian artisan. 

The Brazilian designers have always paid particular attention to the quality of the execution of their pieces, the high 
level of craftsmanship and the transmission of techniques. This is particularly the case for the Campanas who, for the 
‘Manufatura’ exhibition, renewed their ancestral savoir-faire without forgetting popular Brazilian culture. 

The creation of the ‘Detonado’, ‘Bolotas’, ‘Ofidia’ and ‘Animal Center’ series have been the opportunity for the duo to 
emphasize, more than ever, the use of refined materials and to celebrate their heritage. A reinterpretation of their own 
artistic and creative practices where tradition and innovation mix together. 

‘Manufatura’, is an exclusive solo-show from 1 April until 22 May at the Carpenters Workshop Gallery Paris space, with 
the involvement of fashion label FENDI, who for the occasion will unveil a work, which is the fruit of a collaboration with 
the duo.

TRANSCENDING ERAS AND TECHNIQUES

Creating a dialogue between European and Brazilian design with modernist influences, the ‘Detonado’ series uses 
sucupira and Freijó woods, typical of Brazil, juxtaposed with reclaimed wicker from Thonet chairs, icons of industrially 
designed furniture of the 19th Century. The series comprises of a modular shelf, a console table and a sideboard.

“Our initial inspiration was the desire to mix the characteristic stringing of tennis racquets with the process of caning 
(weaving chair seats) typical of the Portuguese and Brazilian furniture at the end of the 19th and beginning of the 
20th Century,” the Campanas explain. Furthermore, we wanted to dematerialise the material by using the leftovers 
of traditionally hand-woven wicker, in order to bring a new look to this material, close to basketry, playing with its 
transparency. The weaving was done here in the studio with a local artisan.”

BRONZE REPTILIAN

Made from cast bronze, the Ofidia series is reminiscent of a long piece of rope that slithers and twists itself in an organic 
but dynamic way to form a side table and mirror. ‘Ofidia’, meaning snake in Portuguese, is inspired by the sinuous 
undulations of a reptile. “We wanted to concentrate on the creation process of the piece, the solidification of the rope 
with the help of cast bronze.”

FERNANDO & HUMBERTO CAMPANA  |  DETONADO MODULAR BOOKSHELF

2015

RECLAIMED THONET WICKER, WOVEN NYLON AND FREIJÓ WOOD

200 X 210 X 40 CM / 78.74 X 82.68 X 15.75 INCHES

LIMITED EDITION OF 8 + 4 AP

COURTESY OF ESTUDIO CAMPANA / PHOTO FERNANDO LASZLO
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CHAIRS TO NEST IN

The ‘Bolotas’ series is available as an armchair and a sofa and is made out of sheepskin, creating a “nest” effect, for 
incomparable seating comfort. The duo remain in touch with their heritage by using natural South American wood, 
for the chair legs. “We decided to use natural skin in order to offer comfort in the design: sheepskin cushions for the 
armchair and sofa, carefully arranged on a stainless steel structure with legs made from Brazilian wood.”

STRAW MARQUETRY

Represented by Carpenters Workshop Gallery since 2009, this year Fernando and Humberto Campana have invested 
in a studio at Carpenters Workshop I Roissy in order to develop the first piece of a whole new series. ‘Animal Center’ will 
also be presented at the ‘Manufatura’ exhibition. An impressive, rounded low table, made from straw marquetry on a 
hammered, polished brass frame. ‘‘The ‘Animal center table’ series comes from an investigation of traditional marquetry 
techniques. We wanted to bring a new look to this process by arranging wicker in natural patterns that are fluid and are 
casually constructed over a brass tube structure’’.

During this period of creation at Carpenters Workshop | Roissy, the duo have been able to refine their work through 
the sourcing of the highest quality materials. It is the opportunity for the brothers to try a typically French marquetry 
technique used by Jean-Michel Frank at the beginning of the 20th Century. The designer used a lot of straw as he 
appreciated the natural glow to inlay tables, screens and seats. The Campanas pay homage to this French master, 
magnified by their South-American inspiration.

With ‘Manufatura’, Carpenters Workshop Gallery proposes an in-depth look at the prolific universe of the Campana 
Brothers, through the presentation of ten new exceptional works and a warm and energetic scenography celebrating 
the generosity and wealth of the multiple influences of the Brazilian culture. 

FERNANDO & HUMBERTO CAMPANA  |  OFIDIA SIDE TABLE

2015

CAST BONZE

43 X 40 X 40 CM / 16.93 X 15.75 X 15.75 INCHES

LIMITED EDITION OF 25 + 4 AP

COURTESY OF ESTUDIO CAMPANA / PHOTO FERNANDO LASZLO
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CAMPANA x FENDI

For ‘Manufatura’, Carpenters Workshop Gallery is proud to partner with Maison FENDI - already a collaborator and 
creative partner of the Campana brothers - for the great opening night of the exhibition. 

Having met in 2009 at Design Miami, Humberto and Fernando Campana and Silvia Venturini Fendi struck up a firm 
friendship, which resulted in the production of ‘The Armchair of Thousand Eyes’, which will be showcased at the 
opening of this exhibition. 

The unique and specially commissioned chair is created in signature Campana style with a gilded brass structure, and 
vibrantly coloured fur, FENDI’s iconic material, and represents a fusion of Brazilian and Italian influences,

‘Manufatura’ will thus be the occasion to exhibit that chair for the very first in Paris. ‘The Armchair of Thousand Eyes’ 
will be the perfect completion of an outsanding ensemble of new works that makes up what it is already promising to 
be an iconic exhibition. 

ABOUT  |  FENDI

The house of FENDI was established by Adele and Edoardo Fendi in Rome in 1925. The opening of the first FENDI 
boutique – a handbag shop and fur workshop – followed. Soon winning international acclaim, FENDI emerged as a 
brand renowned for its elegance, craftsmanship, innovation and style. 

In 1965, the collaboration with Karl Lagerfeld began and continues today. In 1992 Silvia Venturini Fendi seconds  
Karl Lagerfeld in the creative direction. In 1994 she was given responsibility of leather accessories and then the direction 
of the kids wear and menswear lines.  

In 2000 the LVMH Group acquires FENDI becoming in 2001 its majority shareholder. Today FENDI is synonymous with 
quality, tradition, experimentation and creativity.

CAMPANA X FENDI  |  THE ARMCHAIR OF THOUSAND EYES

GILDED BRASS, FENDI ‘BAG BUGS’ IN SHEARLING, 

KIDASSIA, MONGOLIA, RABBIT FUR

UNIQUE

COURTESY OF FENDI

www.fendi.com
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HUMBERTO & FERNANDO CAMPANA  |  BY CÉDRIC MORISSET

It was at the beginning of the 1990s when the two Brazilian brothers produced their first creations, having already 
worked together for ten years. The Campanas’ work creates an explosion effect in the design community, who are 
focused on clean lines. 

Sometimes misunderstood, these creations earned them their enthronement as the Kings of recycling, even though they 
have never positioned their work in this way. Without meaning to, they aimed the spotlight on sustainable development 
at a time when nobody was interested in the subject.

Moreover, they have demonstrated the creative ability of emerging countries, through the development of their own 
cultural and artisanal resources. 

They didn’t care about their low-tech approach in a time of technological innovation: with a fierce determination to 
liberate themselves from the codes and norms, with a sense of freedom made stronger by years of Brazilian dictatorship, 
the Campanas became part of a line of free-thinking designers such as Gaetano Pesce, Alessandro Mendini and Ingo 
Maurer.

Blurring the borders between art and design, they made their mark with this divisive approach, but one which has 
always enriched the discipline of design. A lesson of freedom given to those who want to compartmentalise at all costs. 

The Campanas have in this sense created something original in a world where it becomes more complicated to 
create unique objects every day that passes. They are the founders of a “Brazilian school” joined by dozens of young 
designers who often struggle to emancipate themselves stylistically.

“Your work has Brazilian roots but it speaks an international language” Marco Romanelli, the editor in chief of the Italian 
magazine ‘Domus’, said to them. This sentence sums up it all up. 

Excerpt from  ‘Entretiens avec les Frères Campana’

Archibooks Publishings

FERNANDO & HUMBERTO CAMPANA  |  DETONADO BUFFET

2015

RECLAIMED THONET WICKER, WOVEN NYLON AND SUCUPIRA WOOD

75 X 250 X 40 CM / 29.53 X 98.43 X 15.75 INCHES

LIMITED EDITION OF 8 + 4 AP

COURTESY OF ESTUDIO CAMPANA / PHOTO FERNANDO LASZLO
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ABOUT  |  ESTUDIO CAMPANA

Founded in 1983 in São Paulo by brothers Fernando (born 1961) and Humberto (born 1953) Campana,  
Estudio Campana became famous for its furniture design and the creation of intriguing objects such as the Vermelha 
and Favela chairs and has grown to include Interior Design, Architecture, Landscaping, Scenography, Fashion, Artistic 
Partnerships and more. 

The Campanas work incorporates the idea of transformation, reinvention and the integration of craftsmanship in mass 
production. Giving preciousness to common materials carries not only the creativity in their design but also their very 
Brazilian characteristics – the colors, the mixtures, the creative chaos, the triumph of simple solutions. Companies 
such as Alessi, Artecnica, Baccarat, Bernardaud, Consentino, Corsi Design, Edra, Fendi, Grendene, H. Stern, Lacoste,  
Louis Vuitton, Moleskine, Nodus, Skitsch, Trousseau, Venini and others produce the ideas materialized by the team at 
the studio, which also signs its own line of limited numbered editions and unique pieces often crafted in partnership 
with artisan communities and NGOs. 

These special editions are represented by international galleries including Carpenters Workshop Gallery, Firma Casa, 
Friedman Benda and Galleria O. Campana pieces are included in the permanent collections of the Centre Georges 
Pompidou in Paris, the MoMa in New York, the Musée Les Arts Décoratifs in Paris, the Museum of Modern Art in  
São Paulo and also the Vitra Design Museum in Weil am Rhein. 

The brothers were honored with the Designer of the Year award in 2008 by Design Miami and the Designers of the Year 
Maison & Objet award in 2012. That same year they were selected for the Comité Colbert Prize in Paris, honored at 
Beijing Design Week, received the Order of Cultural Merit in Brasilia and were awarded the Order of Arts and Letters by 
the Minister of Culture in France. In 2013 they were listed among the top 100 most influential Brazilian personalities by 
Forbes magazine, and in 2014 Wallpaper* ranked them among the top 100 major players in design.

HUMBERTO & FERNANDO CAMPANA  

2014

COURTESY ESTUDIO CAMPANA

© FERNANDO LASZLO
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How did the Campana brothers begin to work 
together?

After obtaining his degree in Law, Humberto lived in a 
small town in the state of Bahia. He came back to São 
Paulo in the late 70s and began to attend iron and terra 
cotta sculpture workshops and jewelry classes. He set 
up a small studio of handcraft products and began to 
sell baskets and mirrors framed with shells.

For a busy holiday season order, he invited Fernando to 
help him. Fernando usually says that he was only called 
to make “deliveries” and he soon realized that there was 
much more to achieve with his brother. 

The Campana brothers’ beginning was not planned at 
all.

What did they aspire to do when they were children?

Humberto refused to wear shoes and said he wanted 
to be an Indian in the Amazon. Fernando dreamed of 
becoming an astronaut. Differences and resemblances 
between Fernando and Humberto. For Humberto, work 
is an attempt at mental organization. For Fernando, 
work is leisure. Humberto is more intuitive whereas 
Fernando is more rational.

The brothers developed a very similar view in relation 
to life and work (sometimes they even show up at the 
studio wearing similar clothes!).

Do the Campana brothers discuss a lot?

Yes. Discussion and critiques are present at all stages. 
Both of them developed an open mind to accept each 
other’s creative input, and they complement each other 
with that.

Do the Campana brothers appreciate the same 
aesthetics?

They do in terms of design, art and architecture, but not 
in music, literature or movies. Humberto is “classical” 
whereas Fernando is “pop”.

Are they equal in their input of ideas?

No. Depending on the project requirements, they work 
in turns.

How is the Campana brothers’ creation process?

It is completely chaotic - the only stable element is the 
task of keeping tuned with their time in order not to 
launch something that has already been created.

How important are materials in the designers’ work?

These are elements that will determine projects and 
concepts. The material will indicate what it “wants to 
be”, be it a chair or a lamp. For the designers, material, 
form and function articulate together. 

At first, Fernando and Humberto decided to work with 
cheap materials since they could not afford expensive 
ones.

Today, this is a conscious choice due to their concerns 
with the environment. The Campanas are constantly 
researching “trivial” disposable materials in order to 
serve their nobility. 

How relevant is sustainability in the Campana 
brothers’ work?

Fernando and Humberto conceive their work as a 
product of shortage. Their effort to humanize design (by 
rescuing the tradition of craftsmanship communities) 
impacts positively the links of the production chain.

What is the Campanas’ view on their Brazilian roots?

To translate the Brazilian identity into design is one of 
their most important challenges. Many of their projects 
are reinterpretations of solutions they witnessed in poor 
communities in their country – lovely unusual solutions.

However, they live in Sao Paulo. As a result, their work 
tries to create bridges between the primitive artisanal 
(and deeply humanized) universe and the contemporary 
industrialized world.

Which designers do the Campana brothers admire 
the most?

Shiro Kuramata, Achille Castiglioni, Ingo Maurer, Ettore 
Sottsass and Andrea Branzi.

Art or design ?

Fernando and Humberto try to establish a dialogue 
between emotion and functionality. They believe in the 
incorporation of craftsmanship in mass production.

In terms of creation, they see little difference between 
the designer and the artist. Both are researchers and 
witnesses of the their time.

HUMBERTO & FERNANDO CAMPANA  |  FAQ
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IMAGES AVAILABLE FOR THE PRESS

FERNANDO & HUMBERTO CAMPANA  |  DETONADO MODULAR BOOKSHELF
2015
RECLAIMED THONET WICKER, WOVEN NYLON AND FREIJÓ WOOD
200 X 210 X 40 CM / 78.74 X 82.68 X 15.75 INCHES
LIMITED EDITION OF 8 + 4 AP
COURTESY OF ESTUDIO CAMPANA / PHOTO FERNANDO LASZLO

FERNANDO & HUMBERTO CAMPANA  |  DETONADO WALL CABINET
2015
RECLAIMED THONET WICKER, WOVEN NYLON AND FREIJÓ WOOD
83 X 300 X 45 CM / 32.68 X 118.11 X 17.72 INCHES
LIMITED EDITION OF 8 + 4 AP
COURTESY OF ESTUDIO CAMPANA / PHOTO FERNANDO LASZLO

FERNANDO & HUMBERTO CAMPANA  |  DETONADO BUFFET
2015
RECLAIMED THONET WICKER, WOVEN NYLON AND SUCUPIRA WOOD
75 X 250 X 40 CM / 29.53 X 98.43 X 15.75 INCHES
LIMITED EDITION OF 8 + 4 AP
COURTESY OF ESTUDIO CAMPANA / PHOTO FERNANDO LASZLO
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IMAGES AVAILABLE FOR THE PRESS

FERNANDO & HUMBERTO CAMPANA  |  OFIDIA SIDE TABLE
2015
CAST BONZE
43 X 40 X 40 CM / 16.93 X 15.75 X 15.75 INCHES
LIMITED EDITION OF 25 + 4 AP
COURTESY OF ESTUDIO CAMPANA / PHOTO FERNANDO LASZLO

FERNANDO & HUMBERTO CAMPANA  |  OFIDIA MIRROR
2015
CAST BRONZE
112 X 112 X 5 CM / 44 X 44 X 2 INCHES
LIMITED EDITION OF 25 + 4 AP
COURTESY OF ESTUDIO CAMPANA / PHOTO FERNANDO LASZLO
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IMAGES AVAILABLE FOR THE PRESS

FERNANDO & HUMBERTO CAMPANA  |  BOLOTAS ARMCHAIR
2015
SHEEP’S WOOL AND NATURAL BRAZILIAN WOOD
105 X 110 X 85 CM / 41.25 X 43.25 X 33.5 INCHES
LIMITED EDITION OF 8 + 4 AP
COURTESY OF ESTUDIO CAMPANA / PHOTO FERNANDO LASZLO

FERNANDO & HUMBERTO CAMPANA  |  BOLOTAS SOFA
2015
SHEEP’S WOOL AND NATURAL BRAZILIAN WOOD
85 X 200 X 90 CM / 33.5 X 78.75 X 35.5 INCHES
LIMITED EDITION OF 8 + 4 AP
COURTESY OF ESTUDIO CAMPANA / PHOTO FERNANDO LASZLO

CAMPANA x FENDI  |  THE ARMCHAIR OF THOUSAND EYES
GILDED BRASS, FENDI ‘BAG BUGS’ IN SHEARLING, 
KIDASSIA, MONGOLIA, RABBIT FUR
UNIQUE
COURTESY OF FENDI
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IMAGES AVAILABLE FOR THE PRESS

FERNANDO & HUMBERTO CAMPANA  |  ANIMAL CENTER TABLE 
2016
STRAW MARQUETRY, POLISHED BRASS
LIMITED EDITION OF 8 + 4 AP
COURTESY CARPENTERS WORKSHOP GALLERY

FERNANDO & HUMBERTO CAMPANA  |  ANIMAL CENTER TABLE (DETAIL)
2016
STRAW MARQUETRY, POLISHED BRASS
LIMITED EDITION OF 8 + 4 AP
COURTESY CARPENTERS WORKSHOP GALLERY

FERNANDO & HUMBERTO CAMPANA  |  ANIMAL CENTER TABLE (DETAIL)
2016
STRAW MARQUETRY, POLISHED BRASS
LIMITED EDITION OF 8 + 4 AP
COURTESY CARPENTERS WORKSHOP GALLERY
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CARPENTERS WORKSHOP GALLERY

Carpenters Workshop Gallery produces and exhibits functional sculptures by international rising and already established 
artists and designers going outside their traditional territories of expression. 

The gallery is actively involved in the research and production of the limited edition works exhibited. The choices are 
guided by the research of an emotional, artistic and historical relevance; a relevance that appears as an evidence.

The gallery relies on the partnership of childhood friends, Julien Lombrail and Loic Le Gaillard. They first opened a space 
in London’s Chelsea in 2006 in a former carpenter’s workshop; they then followed with a second space in Mayfair in 
2008. The opening of a 600 square metre space in Paris in 2011 in the heart of Le Marais district, an address steeped 
in history as it was previously occupied by the Galerie de France for several decades, was a return to their roots. 

2015 marks a major turning point for the gallery with the opening of Carpenters Workshop | Roissy, a unique  
8,000 meter square space dedicated to artistic research and development, bringing together the elite of artisans,  
an homage to the French heritage of ‘Arts Décoratifs’. 

Carpenters Workshop Gallery | New York is the lastest step in the gallery’s remarkable development. This new space 
confirms the leadership and dominant position of the gallery in today’s international territory of art and design.

JULIEN LOMBRAIL & LOÏC LE GAILLARD    

COURTESY CARPENTERS WORKSHOP GALLERY 



14

FERNANDO & HUMBERTO CAMPANA  |  PRESS KIT PARIS  |  CARPENTERS WORKSHOP GALLERY

FERNANDO & HUMBERTO CAMPANA 
MANUFATURA

EXHIBITION FROM 1 APRIL TO 22 MAY 2016

PARIS  |  CARPENTERS WORKSHOP GALLERY 

54 RUE DE LA VERRERIE, 75004 PARIS

PUBLIC OPENING SATURDAY 2 APRIL 2016, 4 – 9 PM

CURRENT & UPCOMING

NEW YORK  |  MAARTEN BAAS CARAPACE  solo show of new works, 2 March – 30 April

DESIGN DAYS DUBAI 2016  |  GROUP SHOW  14 – 18 March

NEW YORK  |  STUDIO JOB MAD HOUSE  retrospective at MAD Museum of Arts and Design, 22 March – 21 August

PAD PARIS 2016  |  GROUP SHOW  31 March – 3 April 

LONDRES  |  ROBERT STADLER CUT_PASTE  solo show of new works, 21 April – 20 May 

ART MONACO 2016  |  GROUP SHOW  28 April  – 3 May 

PRESS CONTACTS

LINDSEY MARSH & TIMOTHÉE NICOT

+ 33 1 71 19 48 01

lmarsh@communicart.fr  |  tnicot@communicart.fr  
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